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PREFACE 


These  sugp^estions  have  been  prepared  as  a  convenience  to  home 
owners  in  keeping  their  homes  in  good  repair  and  in  improving 
them.  It  is  based  on  a  book  entitled  "  Care  and  Repair  of  the  Home, 
prepared  by  V.  B.  Phelan  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  coop- 
eration with  Better  Homes  in  America  and  published  by  Doubleday, 
Doran  &  Co.  Copies  of  that  report  are  not  available  through  the 
Department  of  Commerce- 
Attention  is  called  to  the  check  list  on  page  5  of  this  pamphlet. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  POSSIBLE  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

IN  THE  HOUSE  AND  ITS  EQUIPMENT 


Prepared  in  the  Department  of  CmMerce,  Bareaa  of  Standards, 


EXTERIOR 

Foundation  and  Side  Walls. 

1.  Masonry  walls  with  large  cracks  or  broken  portions  requiring  filling. 

2.  Mortar  joints  or  minor  cracks  teqiiiring  pointing. 

3.  Porous  or  leaky  w  alls  requiring  damp  proofing. 

4.  Leakage  around  eaves  or  tops  of  walls  requiring  repairs  or  eoping. 

5.  Efflorescence  oT  scum  on  walls  requiring  acid  cleaning  or  special  treatment. 

6.  Cracks,  discoloration,  or  fallen-out  portions  of  stuceo  wbUb  requiring  point- 
ing, cleaning,  or  restuccoing. 

7.  Loose  or  decayed  boards  or  open  joints  in  frame  siding  requiring  re- 
pairs  or  i:eplacement. 

8.  Blistering,  cracking,  or  peeling  of  painted  surfaces  requiring  repailiting. 

9.  Replacing  wall  surfaces  with  newer  or  more  attractiTe  materials. 

10.  Grading  around  foundation. 

Windows  and  Dow  Frames  and  Sash. 

1.  Window  caps  requiring  new  flashing  or  repairing  over  existing  joints. 

2.  Holes  or  cracks  around  window  frames  requiring  caulking  or  repairing. 

3.  Broken  glass  panes  requiring  replacing. 

4.  Defects  in  putty  around  panes  requiring  reputtying  or  patching. 

5.  Windows  needing  washing. 

6.  Overhauling  screens  in  readiness  for  next  spring. 

7.  Need  for  storm  doors  and  windows  or  painting  and  repairing  existing  onea 

8.  Repairs  to  blinds  and  shutters. 

0.  Keed  for  awnings  or  repairs  to  existing  ones. 

10.  Loose  or  shabby  balconies  and  railings  requiring  repairs  or  painting. 

11.  Advisability  of  additional  windows. 

Roof,  Flaahiiig,  Gutters,  and  Down  Spouts. 

1.  Broken,  loose  or  missing  shingles,  slate,  tile,  or  otlier  material  requiring 

replacement  or  repairs. 

2.  Metal  or  roll  roof  ins?  with  cracks,  open  joints,  or  worn  off  coatings  requir- 
ing application  of  water-proofing  materials,  painting,  or  replacing. 

3.  Rusted  or  defective  flashing  requiring  painting,  repairs  or  replacement. 

4.  Leaky  gutters  or  conductor  pipes  requiring  r^ainting  or  replacing. 

5.  Leakage  around  skylights  requiring  repfdntlng  of  tiie  frunes^  ghudiig, 
flashing,  or  repairing. 

6.  Leakage  around  scuttles,  trapdoors,  or  other  roof  openings  requiring  flash- 
ing, painting,  or  repairs. 

7.  Defects  in  chimney  requiring  pointing  or  replacement  of  brick. 

8.  Need  for  chimney  cap  or  chimney  pots. 

9.  In^ectiTe  draft  may  require  lengthening  the  chinmey  or  api^ing  metal 

hoods. 

10.  Adjustments  or  repairs  to  radio  antenna,  lightning  aiTestors,  or  weather 
vane. 

11.  ProTiding  s^ilasb  blodcs  at  outlet  eaA  of  down  spouts,  or  connecting  dowa 
spouts  to  drainage  system. 
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Fdrehes  and  Steps. 

1.  Decayed  colnmn  bases  requiring  r^miring  or  renewal, 

2.  Broken,  loose,  or  missing  balusters  requiring  repairs  or  replacemmts. 

3.  Broken  or  Joo^se  railiugs  needing  repairs  or  strengthening. 

4.  Decayed,  broken,  or  loose  floor  boards  requiring  repairs. 

5.  Decayed  or  inefficient  floor  supports  needing  replacements  of  strengthening. 

6.  Broken,  loose,  or  worn  steps  requiring  repairs. 

7.  AdvisMbility  of  installing  lattice  work  to  hide  open  spaces  under  porch.  . 

8.  Advisability  of  inclosing  porches  with  glass  or  screening. 

9.  Need  for  floor  paint  or  general  repainting. 

10.  Open  Joints  or  cracks  hi  masonry  requiring  x>ointing. 

11.  Bsolam  or  loose  floor  tile  or  other  masonry  material  requiring  repairs. 

Garage. 

1-  Advisability  of  applying  Insulating  material. 

2.  R^irs  to  roof,  doors,  and  windows. 

3.  Advisability  of  laying  concrete  floors. 

4.  Advisability  of  installing  pit  for  servicinir  of  car. 

5.  Advisability  of  installing  heating  equipment. 

6.  Necessary  painting. 

Grounds. 

1.  Walks  and  driveways;  new,  additional,  and  repair. 

2.  Fences,  trellises,  and  lattice  worlc  requiring  repairing  or  painting. 
8.  Weeds,  brush,  and  tree  stamps  requiring  removal. 

4.  General  cleaning  up  of  premises. 

&  AdvisaUJity  ot  additiraal  landscaping. 

INTERIOR 

1.  Large  cracks  or  brokra  i^aees  in  foundation  walls  requiring  fiHiog. 

2.  Smaller  cracks  or  mortar  Joints  in  walls  requiring  pointing. 

3.  Dark  walls  and  ceiling  needing  white  coatings  to  brighten  the  basement. 

4.  Leaks  through  the  walls  Qx  floor  requiring  waterproofing  applications  or 
provisions  for  drainage. 

5.  Cracks  between  wood  sills  and  walls  requiring  caulking. 

A  Spaces  betwe»  floor  joists  as  tbe  sills  and  boles  around  pipes  reqniring 
fire  stopping. 

7.  Floor  joists  sagging  or  warped,  requiring  additional  support  or  bridging. 

8.  Basement  floor  badly  cracked  or  disintegrated,  requiring  repairing  or  new 
topping. 

9.  Need  for  partitiwis  to  provide  special  space* 

10.  Desirability  of  ceiling  and  wall  coverings  to  obtain  flnisbed  rooms. 

11.  Floor  painting  or  treatments  to  improve  appearance. 

12.  Shelves,  closets,  cupboards,  bins,  etc.  for  stoppage  purposes. 

13.  Clean  basement  and  put  things  in  order. 

14.  Advisability  of  constmctiBg  basement  garage. 

Heating  and  Ventilation. 

1.  Clogged  smoke  pipes  or  flues  requiring  cleaning. 

2.  Boiler  coils  or  baffles  requiring  cleaning. 

8.  Orates  warped  and  broken  requiring  replacemeat 

4.  Cracked  fire  box  requiring  repairs. 

5.  Boilers  with  cracks  or  leakages  requiring  repairs  or  new  parts. 

6.  Cracks  in  chimney  masonry  requiring  pointing. 

7.  Woodwork  adjoining  pipes  and  heating  system  requiring  fire  protection. 

8.  Coating  on  boilers  requiring  patching  or  recovering. 

9.  Heating  pipes  requiring  covering  or  repairs  to  existtng  Covering. 

10.  Advisability  of  instaUiag  aatonuitic  gtoteia,  asb  oonvejrorSt  or  aiinilar 
labor-saving  devices. 

11.  Leaky  radiator  valves  requiring  repacking. 

12.  Installation  of  additional  radiators  if  needed. 

13.  Pn^r  luiinting  of  radiators  to  increase  effici^ocy* 

14.  Need  for  radiator  covers  and  radiator  tops. 

15.  Installing  thermostatic  heat  control  system. 

16.  Providing  humidifiers  for  air  conditioning. 
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17.  Advisability  of  Iniildinc:  a  fireplace. 

18.  Putting  in  ash  dump  for  fireplace.  ^  ^ 

19  Installation  of  additional  room  beating  device  in  existing  fireplace. 
20.  Repairing  or  r^lftdng     fireplace  screens,  andirons,  and  mmilar  eqnq^ 
ment 

21  Installation  of  sras  or  electric  log  or  similar  heating  apparatna 
22!  Repairs  to  hearth,  fireback,  dampers,  etc.  in  fireplace- 

23.  Remodeling  of  mantle  or  fireplace  front. 

24.  Installation  ot  v«tttttating  devices  in  kitchen. 

25.  Providing  Insulating  material  to  walls  or  ceilings  wbere  possible, 

Hnmbing. 

1.  Clogged  drains  needing  attention. 

2.  Leaky  faucets  requiring  washers,  tightening,  or  new  parts. 

3.  Defective  flush  valves  in  water-closet  requiring  repairs  or  replacement. 

4.  Covering  for  water  pipes  or  other  precautions  to  prevent  freezing. 

5.  Installing  refrigerator  drainpipe  and  trap  to  replace  pan. 

6.  Installing  additi<Mial  shut-oft  cocks  or  valves. 

7.  Installing  water-beating  equipment,  water  softeners,  etc 

8.  R^;ilaciQg  worn-out  piping:  with  more  modern  type. 

9.  Replacing  old  or  worn-out  fixtures  with  newer  types. 

10.  l^roviding  additional  bathroom,  or  lavatory  and  toilet  for  convemencei 

11.  Providing  toilet  and  shower  in  basemeat 

Lighting  and  Power. 

1.  Rinviring  with  modern  system  to  reduce  fire  iiazard. 

2.  Exposed  wires  requiring  insulating. 

3.  Renewal  of  appliance  cords. 

4.  Installation  of  additional  couveniaice  outlets,  sucb  as  floor  and  base  pivtfk 

5.  AfMitional  fuse  plnirs  for  fuse  box. 

6.  Repairs  to  doorbells  or  buzzers. 

7.  Installing  transformers  for  bells  in  place  of  batteries. 

8.  Additional  bells  for  convraioice. 

Doors  and  Windows. 

1.  Sticking  doors  or  windows  requiring  refitting  or  r^^rs. 

2.  Doors  out  of  plumb  requiring  refittii^  or  new  hardware. 

3.  Advisability  of  replacing  wood  panels  with  glass  in  doors. 

4.  Hefective  locks,  chains,  or  bolts,  requiring  repair  or  replaoeineiit' 

5.  Purchasing  extra  keys  for  various  locks. 

6.  Broken  or  defective  window  cords  and  pulleys  needing  replacment. 

7.  Replacing  broken  window  latches  or  other  window  devices. 

a  Cracks  around  whidow  sash  and  dom  lequiriag  weather  tMpBtag. 

Walls  and  Ceilings. 

1.  Cracks  or  holes  in  plaster  requtrii^  pfttchi3i«  r^plasterlng. 

2.  Installati^m  of  partiti^Mos,  ^ther  temporary  or  permaimit,  to  peovm 

additional  rooms  or  closets. 

3.  Removal  of  partitions  to  afford  additional  space. 

4.  Replacing  narrow  doorways  with  plastered  arches  or  similar  larger  op«* 
ings 

5.  Refinlfihing     redecoratinif-i^tbig,  papering,  calcfaidning,  etc 

Floors. 

1.  Creaking  fioors  requiring  renailing,  additional  supports,  or  bridging  to 

stiffen  joists. 

2.  Cleaning  and  refinishing. 

3.  Applying  new  flooring  over  old. 

4.  Repairing  or  replacing  floor  coverings. 

5.  Adjusting  or  replacing  baseboard  and  molding  moved  out  of  position  by 
shrl^dng  or  settling. 

8.  R^Iadng  or  repairing  btokea  tile. 

.  Stairs  and  Stairways. 

1.  Creaking  stairs  requiring  attention. 

Replacing  worn-out  treads  on  stairs. 

3.  Providing  rubber  or  composition  treads  for  slippery  steps. 

4,  Bickety  cellar  stairs  requiring  additional  supports  or  repairs. 
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5.  Installing  railing  on  cellar  stairs  to  prereiit  accidents. 

6.  Transforming  closed  stairways  into         sta&rwajrs  by  remofim  Me 

more  walls. 

7.  Replacing  old  posts  and  railings  with  modern  types. 

8.  Installing  disappraring  stairs  to  attic. 

The  Attic. 

1.  Need  for  insulation  materials  applied  to  walls,  floor,  or  underside  of  root 

2.  Installation  of  lonvtes  or  additional  windows  to  provide  ventilation. 

3.  Mortar  joints  in  diinmey  requiring  pointiiig. 

4.  Cracks  between  chimney  and  side  walls  reQalriiig  iliWng  or  covering 

5.  Fire  stopping  between  studs  at  floor  line. 

6.  Application  of  wall  and  ceiling  coverings  to  provide  fiuislied  room. 

7.  Installation  of  partitions. 

8.  Applying  floorii^ 

9.  Clean  attic  and  pat  iMs^  to  order. 

1.  Need  for  additional  closets,  and  lining  existing  ones. 

2.  Need  foT  shelves,  bookcases,  and  cupboards. 

3.  Advisability  of  providing  tioUies  chute*  teleptione  cabini^  and  other  boilt- 

in  conveniences. 
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CHECK  LIST 

EMERGENCY  EMPLOYMENT  COMMITTEB 

  .  Street 

 aty  Date  


1.  I  will  employ  help  for  the  purjwses  checked  below. 

Please  fnriiish  me  men  (women).  

OR 

2.  I  need  work  performed  of  the  types  checked  below,  and  as  a  first  step 
would  lite  to  Ije  iitformed  of  the  j^robable  cost  of  the  woric  and  time 
required.  — 
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HOUSE,  EXTERIOR 

Bepairing   and   pointing  ma- 
sonry walls. 
Repairing  frame  walls. 

Painting:. 

Weatherproofing   doors  and 

windows. 
R^lacing  window  panes. 

Washing  windows. 

Repairing  or  adding  screens, 
blindSy  and  stonn  windows. 

Repairing  roofing  and  flashing. 

Repairing  gutters  and  down 
spouts. 

Chimney  remits. 

Repairing  porches  and  fstcps. 

Inclosing  porches. 

Garage  repairs  and  improve- 
ments. 

B^irs  to  walks  and  drire- 
ways. 

Repairs  to  fences  and  trellises. 
Cleaning  up  grounds. 


HOUSE,  INTERIOR 

Waterproofing  basement. 
Remodeling  basement. 
Oveiiiauling  hating  system. 
Insulating  boiler  and  pii>es. 
Buiiding  a  fireplace. 
Insulating  outside  walls. 
Repairing  plnmbing  system. 
Installing  new  plumbing  facili- 
ties. 

Overliauling  electrical  circuits. 
Installing  additional  outlets. 
Refitting  doors  and  windows. 
Patching  plaster- 
Installing  partitions. 
Refinifihing   walls,  woodwork, 

and  floors. 
Repairing  stairs  and  railings. 
Remodeling  the  attic. 


(6) 

o 


